Scope of Educational psychology

Scope of educational psychology tells us the areas of application. In other words, it can be called the

subject matter of educational psychology.

1.

Human Behaviour: It studies human behaviour in the educational context. Psychology is the
study of behaviour and education aims at modification of behaviour. Hence the influence of
Educational Psychology has to be reflected in all aspects of education.

Growth and development: It studies the principles governing growth and development. The
insight provided by the study will help in scientifically planning and executing learner
oriented programmes of education.

The Learner: The subject-matter of educational psychology is knitted around the learner.
Therefore, the need of knowing the learner and the techniques of knowing him well. The
topics include — the innate abilities and capacities of the individuals, individual differences
and their measurements, the overt, covert, conscious as well as unconscious behaviour of
the learner, the characteristics of his growth and development and each stage beginning
from childhood to adulthood.

The Learning Experiences: Educational Psychology helps in deciding what learning
experiences are desirable, at what stage of the growth and development of the learner, so
that these experiences can be acquired with a greater ease and satisfaction.

Learning process: After knowing the learner and deciding what learning experiences are to
be provided, Educational Psychology moves on to the laws, principles and theories of
learning. Other items in the learning process are remembering and forgetting, perceiving,
concept formation, thinking and reasoning, problem solving, transfer of learning, ways and
means of effective learning etc.

Learning Situation or Environment: Here we deal with the environmental factors and
learning situations which come midway between the learner and the teacher. Topics like
classroom climate and group dynamics, techniques and aids that facilitate learning and
evaluation, techniques and practices, guidance and counselling etc. For the smooth
functioning of the teaching-learning process.

Evaluation of learning process: Some forms of evaluation inevitable in teaching. Also in all
fields of activity when judgments used to be made, evaluation plays an important role. Even
when we want to cross a road we make a judgment whether it is safe to cross the road.
Effectiveness of learning process always depends on the evaluation as it gives the knowledge
of result which helps the learner as well as the teacher to modify or correct oneself.
Educational psychology guides are by explaining the different methods of assessment
contributing to the effectiveness of learning process. Knowing the learner, acquiring the
essential skill in teaching and evaluation are the focal points in the study of educational
psychology.

Individual differences: It is universally accepted that every individual differs from every
other individual. This idea has been brought to light by Educational Psychology.



9. Personality and adjustment: Education has been defined as the all-round development of
the personality of an individual. If educational has to fulfil this function all instructional
programmes have to be based on the principles governing the nature and development of
personality.

10. The Teacher: The teacher is a potent force is any scheme of teaching and learning process. It
discusses the role of the teacher. It emphasizes the need of ‘knowing thyself’ for a teacher
to play his role properly in the process of education. His conflicts, motivation. Anxiety,
adjustment, level of aspiration etc. It throws light on the essential personality traits,
interests, aptitudes, the characteristics of effective teaching etc. so as to inspire him for
becoming a successful teacher.

11. . Guidance and Counselling: Education is nothing by providing guidance and counselling
required for the proper development of the child. This is very true, especially in the light of
the extremely complex and problematic situation one has to face in the fast growing world.
Educational psychology has come to the rescue by developing principles and practical
measures helpful for providing effective guidance and counselling.

We can conclude by saying that Educational Psychology is narrower in scope than
general psychology. While general psychology deals with the behaviour of the individual in a general
way, educational psychology in concerned with the behaviour of the learner in an educational
setting.
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